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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, BL 

SUB J : CHURCH/ STATE RELATIONS 

1. ACCORDING TO MAY 10 PRESS ACCOUNTS MININTERIOR ARCE CALLED ON 
CARDINAL MAURER IN SUCRE MAY 9 AND DISCUSSED CHURCH/ STATE 
RELATIONS. ARCE REPORTEDLY TOLD MAURER THAT IT IS THE PURPOSE 

OF THE BANZER GOVERNMENT TO HAVE BETTER RELATIONS WITH THE CHURCH. 
ARCE REPORTEDLY DISCUSSED EARLIER PROBLEMS BETWEEN THE CHURCH 
AND 

THE GOVERNMENT, NOTING THAT THESE WERE IN THE PAST AND STATING 
THAT THE TIME HAS COME TO LOOK TO THE FUTURE. MAURER REPORTEDLY 
ACCEPTED ARCE' S PEACE OFFERING BUT ASKED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
RELAX ITS CONTROLS OVER CHURCH CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES AND STOP 
OPENING CHURCH MAIL. 

2. COMMENT: ARCE TOLD EMBOFF RECENTLY THAT HE INTENDED IN HIS 
CAPACITY AS MINISTER OF INTERIOR TO WORK TOWARDS BETTER CHURCH/ 
STATE RELATIONS, NOTING THAT GOOD RELATIONS ARE IMPORTANT 
POLITICALLY 

FOR THE BANZER GOVERNMENT. ALTHOUGH THESE RELATIONS HAVE IMPROVED 
OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS, THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN WARM UNDER BANZER, 
AND WERE PARTICULARLY WARY FOR ABOUT THE FIRST YEAR FOLLOWING THE 
BANZER REVOLUTION WHEN THERE WAS EVIDENCE THAT SOME ELEMENTS OF 
THE 
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CHURCH WERE SYMPATHETIC TO AND EVEN PROTECTING TERRORIST 
ELEMENTS. 

SIRACUSA 
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